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It can now be stated definitely that 

rthe varment which has been killing 

"mt # v' % ■■?*.•■ . 



sheep by wholesale on 

On Monday about f orty m en 


i wolf 
and 


*»» 4-1 *m 


They routed 
out for 

Beale was "waiting 
the * varmint had 





huntiug 
Mountain. 

ruck 

Howard 
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place 
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River In former chases.*/The animal 
came in full view of Mr Beale and he 
took three or four shots at it with a 

gun “atlong range. He drew 



• blood but failed to knock it down 


It went back to Middle 




ntai 


and the dogs were not able to route 
it out again. 

This wolf is a big able animal, 
with a bushy tail, curled at the end. 


* gray irLco 

i ■ m ■"" • - 


and looks as tho 
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nds 
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.1 u. 
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' The question 1 now is where this 
wolf came - from. The last timber 
wolf in this region was killed by Sto- 
pher Hamrick forty years ago. . * 

For over a year the wolf has been 
raiding the sheep flocks on Big Spring 
and Dry Branch of Elk. More than 
two hundred head of sheep has it 
killed. The last kill was on Saturday 
night out of L I), Sharp's tljck on 
< he railroad near Slaty Fork. 
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For over a year the m 
raiding the a;>eoy foato i Qm « 
and Dry Kraoefe o' r i &urt M 
two hundred he<*d of few* H 

billed. The leal ktfi was «s 
night out of L S-bar® » fixe to 

the railroad Dear Slaty Fora. 




















































































as I * 1 

* *■ mm i 




a 
















































































A* 

































675-DSC05515.JPG 


nlilt t' * ( l ^ I 






j-* « 


*y . ( ** 


J 


t if 


J ** * * ‘ 
■4 11 t 


, fr rdU WBfO v. ,v. ... 

go»oilJ>{ , lum while jou «ci' 

' l"‘- "'"' m livid f h*V« * 110 *. 

tO 1 UOUlCl IIMOU *• ... 

M.-.- . ' 

. ID Gf*J »** * ,i,ou«htyo» " 

TlftT prr M; llirC V _JH 

** - fllll **•*♦- r 

w»*TP n f) .i- Ac 


put 


i 1 1 CH 


1 ] ft I O 


rton of the b Tl >‘ r ~ rvm i ur u 

J am n uu 


11 ulversU >\ 
m uch *>ut f * 


r* * T 





. KA 


t 


U > 


i \ 


l> 


\\ f £ 1 ' V 1 RC 31 NIA V 


d If 


"'iii 


Nt“*' 


Pof 

w 1' i * 


er< 

1 ) nr 


n « 1 

frt 

VI 

Dei 


* an I ni 3 is 

; n5 mountain reces 

>- if they ' vere seen 


of a 


l i IV 

or i 



\ 


A 


would t»o place 
ferocious stock 
alleged to 
ses of West 
and not 

i r i t 11 1 i in u ii u » w ~ m 

gtnuh 

about. , 

iicallv come stories 

• her or pi°k i'f them ot t,1 ’ e “''“ ole *'' 
' . ,,k in some remote part of the 

v’aV Tin .lv evidence that such 
1 creature still roams our wilds is a 
m 4 resembling the pad of a pan- 

,t£? -mnv mmsy Identification, 

h u r the evidence becomes conclusive 
t i:e imagination works on it for 

I 1 v> * I 1 J v * D 

^^i* CiSTS. * 

c most recent yarn of this sort 
comes form Pocahontas county where 

Ills reported that a [s 

roaming the ranges 7n“Slaty FFork 

Lind Mingo Knob slaughtering sheep 

Qggf 

P There is doubt if a wolf has been 
in this part of the country since the 
CitII War. In the first place there 
nTHfT^w ere many o f them this far 
intTtHosetEIt did infest West 
VirJioiAS mountaiDS were quickly 
g rju lmte^ with the development 
rf the State far in the last century, 

i. % « « V* **' '• ^ ** 

c: co ved north w here they belonged 
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great Murnba Tuitba Mal¬ 
ta Brice who thus in his Wheeling 
■ speaks words of doubt to 
P’; hens ion of Icelanders that 
brethren of the scattered hill 
of the upper reaches of the 
igahela, Greenbrier, Elk James, 
v* and Gauley are once again 
i to ravages of wild aod fero 
, . prey. As chief head 

unwashed tribes of the 
diandle he sits in his 
!he naked hills beside 
w of the once beau¬ 
ty air poisoned by 
factory smoke, he 
.l-.i with a rattle of his 
r fj.« ; t'lblllty of such var 
and panthers again 
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-mmA mhIdm of tills fair 


U 


t 


W 


4 * 


1 |> 


ft ^ 

i i 


or 


& m 


* * 


9 

J I 


ns 






* *. 


X f * p 


t 


I # »- 

H I 


r t* 

i i * 


♦ 


1 r 


Ik 


rpirita. Would that 

v, arc a w and 

Rcrrii preda 
f»farm fi irkn 
iplif hard*; or 
good Patrick 
tt f /c y_ * atifl 

«*|.lch 1* Ire* 

t ur t blnk trip' 

i*» n*> 

Itpfj «* acfltl 

I ftlw’i 44 full 
f * (if .6 i$ i t f 

c P £ ti t m ‘ ’ 


t fc f i 


t L 


% f 






/ 


V' 


rv 


* # 


*- 


t 

: 


Belittling our t raditions of ^t he vv ’°[n 
packs of these mountains UTakes irrr 
peevish! C5ur unwritten literature 
dealt much with the numb-, r and 
fierceness of wolves Men yet in the 
prime of life remember as children 
the necessity! of panning the 
Dear the house each nT£bl. “ 

Stopher Hamrick, who shot the last 
wolf Eere lorfy years ago, Is still with 
us. A promment citizen well remem 
bers the fuss made over him by tne 
family when his father styot at a wolf 
as it looked over a log at the boy 



Is M T denying the scripture say 
ing that out of the mouths of two is 
truth established? For I can give olf 
hand the names of a score of good 
men and true who have seen in 
recent years with their own eyes 
p anthers in these endless mountains, 
75v"Hiemselves and with others. Can 
not his smoke tanned senses not give 
consideration to the testimony of the 
five members of the official hoard of 
the Po cahontas Coun ty Fa rm Loan 
Association, as theyTTn the - presence 


of eacli otner, saw a great tawne y, 
two hundred pound mountain lion 
bTeal: fnnrTEover as the oiScfaiTJoaftl, 
in their official -duty of making ap 
praistuent upon a grazing farm in 
the pleasant vale of the Little Laurel 
of Wihiams Kiver, came upon the 
var merit iirfaw ares? 

What about testimony by three 
young scientis ts from the Biological 
Surv^y,'tairtng'census of the animal 
TUfToTThe Monougaheia-National Ju>-r 
est? They came upon the pugs of a 
great cat in a mud hole on Middle 
Mru rntai nT'at the head of the - Gree n 
brier. Being equipped for such finds 
they found plaster of paris in the 
tracks, The casts were submitted 
to the savants in the captain’s office 
at Washington, than whom none are 
savanter, These in their wisdom and 
experience pronounced the casts to be j 
the preserved tr acks o fji—ffiJili/l-tAlP 

lion. "WTTjB T in all his billiousness 
saT'them nav, you are mistaken? 

As for the gray t imber wolves they 
again presentT a source of trcuTble to 
our people, regardless of doubt ex 
pressed by bumptious agnostics. Just 
jas'. month across the imaginary line 
which divides the two slates on the 
r*re-t of the Alleghanies In the ad 
joining county of Bath a big wo lf 
v.tiH killed,-and his carcass positively 
Identified by scientists as that of a 
gray timber wolf, Up in Preston 

corffitvT-wrr was killed on J*J&n.ny „ . . . % „ t , - 

River »nd-t»T A. M. Keese Is now ^wo wo ves being lcllled in Elk county 
i.mr, Knn-iTi ^ an eslilUit yennsylvanla, last year. 

at 



asleep on a pile of leaves. The fath¬ 
er is still with us and able to hunt. 

I 

■ We have alwavs maintained the 

■ 

gray wolves of this mountain region 
were bigger and fiercer tLaudjhe com¬ 
mon ru ri~oT~wbl ves ~lrrtiils^la trtu5e . 
Oar elevation gives us a Canadian 
climate, ana the deer herds furnish¬ 
ed plenty for them to growTuffon. 
f Not much was ever said about it, 
but it was intimated that during the 
four years of the war between the 
States, the wolves acquired a taste 
for human flesh Many a man was 
murdered in the w 




through the 

ractice of the neigh borly art of b ush 
hacking. Any way"i have personal 
knowledge of a few men aud boys at 
tacked by wolves along in the 1880’s, 
and others who got up trees in TTirr£ 
For the information of the lowland 
er I will say that strychnine broke 
the rule of tlie wolves in these moun 
tains along in the 1870’s. There was 
a remnant, educated against poison 
and snare. When deer bec a me s nar^ 
t he wolv es disappeared They may 
h ave m ovedTiiorth wh ere th ey belong. 

. ‘^nywayrttiB'tvoTves ai g back, and 
it was a sorry day when they return* 
ed. Where they have come'7rbm it 
is not possible-to guess, but the re¬ 
port persists that a pack crossed on 
the ice from Canada into Pennsylua- 
nia the winter of of 103S. I heard of 
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negotiating for the hide as 
In his mvuoum of natural bistori 
11 in university On Red-Creek, in 
q'tit-i . r .•..mity, there la a whole pac k. 

(>n Shavers Mountain In FoctThont:^ 

(i r,-i llsftdolph fnunt lv t here is ;ui 

r,i hi t p.n-U uf wolvi'M. Their Ini cuds 
oh lb. <!*> r ln*rdi*-. ii'ieso heavy, I he I 
■ ( ,r 1 mallT1' 1 m* seldom seen 

n,*- i i ‘.v 1 1iitM im'»n could t y. 
liter • 111 11if< it i11<I>c Monn'.*hl *‘f 

I fc U,\ »l.i Mingo Kin.li 11 UUP are 

II rrt: v,Mlvrh I’l.p Mg one, an old! 
cl if , lny-gll h fcttBil a lair «l* en 

i ; n I a! 011 

itnu. Mild lu;• kill of 

i| Ji v p d ^ >'Vj^Tln ® 
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Timber Wolf Killed in 
Bath County 


JT 
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! From the Koanoke (Va.) Times 

■l #» * • «| 1 

I a jjrgy timber wolf which has 
b0 en killing sheep in Bath county 
for two years fell dead before two 
high-powered rifle bullets high up till 
the mountains 10 miles north of. 
Warm Springs, Thursday and its', 
carcass- to be mounted for a wealthy 
sportsman, attracted wide attention 

in Salem. 

There is an interesting story bet- 
hind the killing of this b eautiful 
but blood thirs ty creature which , ac¬ 
cording to William tlite^ Bath coun- 
tv frame warden, must ^ ave k illecl 
‘over 100 sheep and many dt>er. 

Seventeen hunters, » Bath county 
farmers, set out Thursday morning 
under Hite to track down the wolf. 
Snow covered the ground and the 
animal could be tracked easily. The 
party found the carcasses of 13 deer 
which the wolf had killed, two or 
three of them just a few days pre¬ 
vious. . _ 1 

“One of these deer must have 
been killed within 40 steps after it 
was attacked by the wolf,” Hite> re-- 
’.ate?. “It was the most destructive 
animal I have ever had in my coun- 
/’ He lui been game warden 17 
1- - •• r . . .. . r ■ X * ‘ r >> •/ % \ 

The party wetfit up near a valley 
.• r. fn-ek Mountain where the 
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One, dogs were used for the first 
time}. Second, as the game warden 
kidded, a $25 bounty was placed on 
the'killer 

The wolf, described by the game 
warden as a “gray timber wmlf, at¬ 
tracted considerable attention as it 
lay on the sidewalk in Iron of the 
Hotel Fort Lewis in Salem. The 
game warden, who came to Salem 
to confer with a forestry service 
supervisor, brought it with him. 

He says that the $25 bounty is to 
be divided among the men. The woll 
was bought from the party by Ken¬ 
neth E. Ellis, Hot Springs. The 
game warden said that he plans to 
take it by a Covington taxidermist 

on his way home. 

The wolf was knowm throughout 

1 - ft ■ ■ ' m mm ”„ r m * 

the countryside as “ Old Lobo, ” a 
name pinned on him by the game 
warden, because the kilktr had one , 
of the characteristics of the Lobo 
wolf. a species that lives and hunts 
alone.* 

Long before the? wolf was ever . 
spotted the game warden said that 
he was confident that it was a wolf 
and not a dog. He explains that 
when a wolf kills it takes the lungs, 
livefr and heart. When a dog killls 
it eats/the meat back of the should¬ 
ers. I 
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sorry you were unable to get m 
to the herbarium while yon wow 
here. 1 would liked t> have shovw 
y ( u arouud. Since yoic didn't, 
Hlhtre 1 thought you n ight like a few 
full notes concerning our activities T) 
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1>ei 


Imvmi on the Greenbrier In t»re 

• 1 ‘ > . f.'ii Harper 

t r;rr ( i unt> " s ' 1 ’ ^ bushes 

*r U l' V ; m n \the Sire ol hi 

of sort MifI- ' weR ent ppeci-to Ihe people of the State so as t- 
rL *’ ,*ii Earle I# Core, of make comparisons in identification ot 

and Zaolegy, at the materials sent, in and lor the col lee- 
In* epatUB- r jt t s back they are t j on of infoimation regarding the 

pubera 1 plants of the State. We now have 
, p M ragrapb on this bufTalo co,000 specimens filed away here, rep 
nut, or oil nut, or labbii resenting virtually ail the fungi, ii 

will con- c hens, mosses, liverworts, ferns, ana 

sepd plants found in - West Virginia, 
and, of course, many specimens of 
some of them. In addition, we have 
a specimen of almost every plant 
duck found in the range of Gray’s Manual, 
the northeastern part of the United 


iphted I am over world recogn 1 
Mon of the botany publications of the 
0diversity I am reminded of the 
; mucliado over nothing in the leg i si a 
Dure a few years ago wherein ou> 
head school got Its usual smear o f 


i 


University. Hew 
buffalo nuts, Pyrularift 
will writ** 

nut. or t lk 
w( i sowi, unless Dr. Co.0 

t „ t * * t i ri a ir 
M id U UP h* 


Over at Anlhonys Creek soire sea 
s n? ngo a citir.?n kiiled a wild duck 
In It he found a grain 

uleiit.*’ He planted.it, and the sea —-- 

n of 193^ he trad a good crop. Some States; a large collection made by Dr 

fc d » a? brought to this printing of Small in the southeastern states, and 

- vo I sent it in to Dr Core for listed in his big manual of that reg 

He writes back he is, ion; and the most common of the 

plants of the western staLes aDd Can 

ada. 

lam teaching Dendrology in our 
new- Forestry Division and the Her- 
baiium has been fortunate in having 

been designated as one of the 15 

* 


identical ion 

not so far able to give any informa 

i:;n t cvend the statement the seeds 
■ 

te’v'^-g to some plant in the bucK 
whe^* family.' No plants being a vail 
able this time of year, he is raising 
s.-ose; :.e will be able to tell us before 
1 :o Tiiey are already showing 
above the 



^ W*-’ ' - -- ■ rr - ' ’ “ -- * » * M , “ r-t ~ ~ 

of n^rbarium was founded as a s ir /lei- !l adverse publicity The asking fo' 

buying technical publications wasj* 
sum about five tiroes as large as th*- 
uig northern university spent for thh 
purp:sa. Some smarties found thl 
out and how they did rOmp around 
in it until explained the big school 
had publications to exchange tbt 
world over for the book-> and paper- 
our University had to buy, if obtain 
ed. The facts of the situation never 
overtook the widespread intimation 
>f things not being on the level up a' 
Morgantown. 

At the same time and place, there 
was the mixup over the the one b\ 
one grape sticks for t-he experiments 
farm. The s>kiog was for red wood, 
it a cost higher- than the local mar 
ket on oak or chestnut sticks. YVhar 
a tempest raged in the teapot ove> 
bhis. until it was explained this wa- 
t part of a nation w r ide demonstra 
cion carried on^>y land grant college' 
to ascertain the relative values o ! 
liOerent woods for grape sticks for 
the information of grape growers. 
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anths back. I published a 
letter from Dr Core, in which he told 
1 - *isu tc these mountains a ceu 
•--y ago of Dr. Asa Gray, the tall 
amote In botany. He reported 

e.low gentian on Enapps 
i-ad not since been report 
here and Dr. Core wanted a ■ 
*. Dr - Holler,'of White 

Spring?, Siw the D i ece and ! 

r ‘ * he had seen yellow gen 
' jfler County; m> be sent 


f * ^ 
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Thanks a lot 

the University 
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the country to receive a complete set 
of specimens represpnting all the for¬ 
est trees in the United States, the! 

sets being prepared and distributed T h P mnr*i m a ii n lSc . fV ^ . 

by the New York Stale College of mJ 'Ffver F he ' V* be 

Forestry. They are of great'value Id ° e ' e mt V e s son of us Co 
irur Forestry work. * ' " form ourse " es ab f ouC ojr U"iversi 

I qjust tell you about our 

lions; You already know about Cas- r k ! d h , W6 eaiPt ' K*r™l 
. t , J ‘ , V ^ a:s »f it and so w.e will have to mab ih 

tanea. In exchange for this periodr-^ it • u e tn 

cal we receive about 100 botanical . stnf 0 ’ B ,w,® r9 ® ^‘ lC . er the . inter - 

journals from all over the world. We^oeral. 16 a d humanit F "• 

are also publishing a series called - ■ "* . -- 

‘•Contributions from the Herbarium Dear Mr. Price: 

of West Virginia University 7 .” Fif,’- mu - 

to J __ When we read your Field Notes ii 

^een numbers in this serie _ s hav - beeQ recalled an incident, which coincides 
f w ished or are in preparation On- A,I th your reference to bears killing 
,f w m ' v n the botanica] txplorat) n ,Joons Heretofore we have refrained 
■ nr, » est f . lrKi,lla » 1 ttlOU & }l might ^0™ disclosing our experience to anA 

* n JL e n r r* , l0 ,f 0U a F 50 1 *“! ,ne beCaUSe iL did Seem far itched 

^ copy Of it under seperaLel D» 1933 we were-huntin^ near 



cover. 
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H«f !. U I ■ IHm dlPI I head of Mil1 Creek-in Santlolpn Coun 
• -I wislK-s .or a very Merry Christ V "ben we »ere stopped Mfddenlv tn 
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mas and a Happy New Year. 
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1 mint »»y to Dr Core, I am 
. 1,1 *' 1 * “ J >.v in vlsecting my own 

***' do However, In the cause 

or*' on, . j will Mir wral< rom 

’' f ' ® 1 1,t ' j.f tifrssfirs since » 

^ -*ns i - be tone whet invoiw 

1 1 • ' l 'f i--Mi.it In! ,if 

ifui \ t, " ity ih«ir fruit# w 
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a strange noise. After a careful in 
vesr.igallon we discovered a bear un 
lier a large beech tree. We stoor 
<till in order to ascertain the sou rot 
of the noise, whereupon we saw an 
other bear up in the tree shaking * 

:UI<] Hie limb was a full grow, j 
c.H>n, The coon w-Tis making mi t t , ? 

Hms which had been the noise at trie I 
tng our attention The Iv.ir :- : , iin 
si>ook t h# ooon off i he limb and as hi 

Itli th# gi* mui Mu* oM cr hoar made a 

■i«‘Nperaie effort to catch him bu- 

failed. Th# only thing oould tu 
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\ w Ild dog. coyote or what it is which 
\ lias been denning* up under a hay 
I stack on Judge Sharp’s farm near 
/ jjiUsboro. On last Wednesday Willi 
I mutter brought the carcass to town. 
1/ and Marvin Wimer has the skin Id 
& nak, preparatory ^to mounting it- 
For some timel the'animal haslbeen^ 
known to keep in the Levels; dozens] 
of shots have been taken at it, and. 
dogs have run it out of the country 
The color was a dark brindle, with a 
bushy tail; weight aboutr oO pounds. 
It was a male and about” seven or] 
eight years old. The neck was re¬ 
markably thick and strong for so 
small an animal; head and jaws 
heavy; muzzle gray from age. Lack' 
ing the erect ears and pointed nose 
of the coyote, I put the varment! 
down as a dog which went wild. Mr 
Wooddell tells me'the animal looked 
much more like a dog when it was 
dead than when it was alive. 

Speaking about wild dogs, Uncle 
B-*b Gibson was over from K]k_Jast 
Wednesday, and he told me about a 
wild dog his grandfather, the late 
David Gibson tamed seventy or eigh 
ty years ago. TiTtS'^wild log was 
found to be denning up under a hay 
stack. Snares were set. and the wild 
dog was caught. For some time the 
animal remained aloof from all advan 
ces. but it finally responded to kind¬ 
ness and through the influence of the 
other dogs. The wild dog was a fe 
male and showed gray hound blood 'go 
a maiked degree. She proved the 
best of huniers and was a bear dog 
without a peer. She would chase a 
bear without giving voice and was a 
natural heeler.. She would nip a^be-iy 
until he could stand the punisbmec. 
no longer and djusg turn and right 
bis tormentor. Then sJ T 5 would 
stand aside until the bc&r made off 
again, and then she v:as nipping his 
heels again. * • , . 


Talking about bears, one powerful 
b 1 g old bear is wancfGThig the winter 



Mm an all day chase in the snow. 



n i n w thing for this hear, for it was 


a running (g ht all day long. He 
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brai fight Jong enough for tin* men to 
• in' u [i M r r ing anil Un it * x fieri 
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On last Wednesday morning June 
Mann and other workers on a log- skid 
der on Middje Mo untain of Elk got a 
trood look"~afPa OTg^wofT Tbe~var- 

trsent was seen near the log pile aid' 
0r,l > moved off when June called to 
otb^r members of the crew to -see 
wnat he was looking at He tells me 
the wolf looked like a Ge tmaTTgDttC e 
oog. only taller, longer and”more sTen 
der.' TfieTall-waTr-bushy, and a big 
whttej^reak extendecTover Its back 
The « oJfloolreti'tJlg enough to wefgh 
elgtity or more pounds. For a year 
or a ore a wolf or rather wolves have 
been killing sheep on the head branch 
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James A. Sharp, from Jericho road, 
was in Saturday afternoon, and told 
me about trailing a wolf in Buckle* 
Mountain some fifty odd years ago. A 
o g woif had killed a sheep for the 
fate Andrew McLaughlin The neigh* 
rhood combined in the hunt, and 
e woJ f whipped out the hounds, 

was quit at dark on a ridg* 
r looking the town. Word was 
,l t Mr. Sharp to bring his hounds 
/ morning He took the trm 
1 1 r -*t daylight and followed 


t if 


•t ali day Ir. Buckley Mountain Late 
■ *- 'iv t v.ojf crossed Knapps 
oeir Mt. View Cemetery 

net ntght it killed a sheep at Mt 

Orchard on Marlin Mountain. 
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CALVIN W 


pkh'K, BDl'roK 


1940 


THt TBSPAj 

=as3asSffl ^TTT^Ofave Pocabon- 
The census of 18 ^ * f 0922. Of 

tas comity a P°P U 1 anc j o\9 color 

these 2703 were * 1940 census 

ed. The return* on the m ^ t|)B 

are not by me sbou t five fold 

tot al is aroond llOOO, a^ ^ f|?|# 

^out 

,b ;“lS40 there were In Pocahontas 
County 7.000 head of °* ttle ' I 

sheep 'and 5 000 hogs, according to 

tb Icarding to the assessor’s returns 
for 1040. there were in PocahontMj 
countv on January 1, cattle, 10,964, 
sheep' 29,549; and hops, 3101. 

For further comparison, I happen 
to know the assessor’s returns for the 
year 191S — cattle, li,446: sheep, 

2S.159; swine 4 446. 

There is something alarming 'in 
the figures for the two years, 1840 
and 1940. when you take in consider 
atlon thac the future of this Pocabon 
county rests unon the production 
of livestock. A century ago, three 
thousand people had seven thousand | 
head of - cattle; dow fourteen thou 
sand people have eleven thousand 
cattle. We have made a- little pro 
gress in sheep, The increase here 

as teen three fold as - compared with 
e fold for people, i 

.reason the sparsely * settled i 

r.i.} o. Pocahontas had such large 
herds and flocks a century ago may 
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■ 6I,U iiocxs a century ago may 
j>e in the history of the western ranged 
Then the great plains supported mil ! 
Jioos of heads of buffalo, and t.horo 

*** no competition with 
product loo Of live! 

u 2 hUi 1 1 interest was re i 

the buffalo, and they feu 


nom ( ats have 

V u . riift and a K a!r > that if 
: '?* ,,r ' J, *ffalo had been 
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In the east cattle were raised by 
{he sweat of the brow, on high cost 
and ldgh taxed land. In the west, 
tvith the buffalo gone, there was 
hardly end to possibilities of the num 
her oi wild cattle. There would be 
two roundups a year, In the spring 
to brand the calves; in the fall to cut 
out beef cattle for market It is no 
wonder the east was forced out of 
the cattle business when came the 
competition of the boundless west. 

As example of what is possible in 
wild cattle take the t eeless plains of 
South America. In the J550’s a bull 
and seveD cows were brought from 
Spain. From these sprang the 
millions and.millions of wild cat-tie 
of the South American pampas. Ex 
cept for the buffalo, the sama condi 
tion would have prevailed in North 
America. There never was a tim« 
when the wild cattle of South Ameri¬ 
ca aid not yield readily to .domestica 
lion. For many generations they 
were hunted for their hides alone, as 
was the buffalo of the north, How 
ever, whenever it .wa; considered 
worth while to ^orral wild cattle, it 
was found that in a short time they 
become accustomed to the control of 

man. . 

* 

Austraila and New Zealand had the 

« 1 fe 

same experience with range cattle. 
It is small wonder that beef from the 
west and the south and "down under 
made the eastern cattle raiser live 
hard. But this eastern American is 
a thrifty soul. Those who stayed at 
home depended upon a diversity of 
crops, and the others went west to 
engage in the cattle business. 

Back in the 1870’s, Editor Horace 
Greeley uttered some careless words 
which became a slogan: ‘ Go west 
young man, grow up with the coun¬ 
try ’ 5 Millions acted upon his advice 
and when they went they went to stay 
the result is a rich and populous west 
The conditions in the west are more 
nearly approaching those in the 
each year and so the handicap under 

which the eastern cattle man has la 

* 

bored for three generations is grow- 
ing lighter. 

When the waves of buffalo receded 
■rooi the western plains, the steer ad 
vanted. Soon they had replaced t-hi 
buffalo Then the Pocahontas county 

w 

itOt km an found himself up against 
It, He could not even turn to the 
product ion of hut ter and cheese, as 
i no r 11 th iron of New York and other 
rliUvr. did. In tliose days nothing 
could be mm l;e.nl from lVcahunt 
r bleb could not. walk out on Its own} 

t*• i in the fill head* The way out! 

i fl 'I 1 ' *' ldin» t i iu r. v alleys was found, 

! w i \ w L tog it * Until . ( I eat < d animal 

‘ d hi* jmI rd i tint eoto oi a ndid u 
far hriipf price than the range cattle 

the no tot Th*> ||| whmil to In* 

I 1 ' O Ihe hiit'd, Tim's i % por l Cattle 

i 1, u > 1 * ht(*h brought a h\lop 

» l l>e fun d 


Let me here interline the reroar 
that about a quarter of a century 
back changes began to come about in 

the economic scheme of world a airs. 

and the demand for big export catt e 
declined and- went out It marked 
decline In the quality of our cattle,. 
so carefully and laboriously brought 
up to such high standard of excel¬ 
lence In the two generations follow 
ing the war between the states 

In Tuckahoe Virginia, where the 
winters are mild, there persisted the 
practice of raising unimproved cattle. 
The penny royal bull of the old dayB 
was a term of reproach in grazing 
countries, and referred to the cla^ of 
cattle found in the flat lands of East 
eru Virginia. Another term 1 have 


have not heard in years was a four 
old yearling, meaning a steer four 
years of age and the size of a yearl 
ing. Another Illustration of the 
cheap cattle of the lowlands was that 
a steer was so small that he could be 
salted in his horns. « - 

The existence of low grade Tucka 
hoe cattle was a constant menace to 
the breeders of the mountain valleys 
of the Shenandoah* Greenbrier, Poto 
pjac and Tygarts. The pennyroyal 
bull became much dreaded and feared 
Cattle seemed to be peculiar among 
animals in that they breed true to 
the sire aDd not to the dam. So it 
can be seen the aversion to the penny 
royal bull was well founded. The 
passes of the ,mountains were well 
watched to keep him on his side of 
the divide. A bunch of sinewy steers 
could be driven to the grass In the 
highlands without causing concern, 
If there were bulls and heifers in the 
bunch, the close watch was Kept on 
the herds, so the interlopers could be 
worked out of the country by moral 
suasion and other lawful means. 

The English custom w^as firmly fix 
ed here—that of seeing families with 
one cow or more, who mat e no pre 
ten tion to herds, were given opportu¬ 
nity to raise purebred stock. 

The four year old expert steer was 
the sacred ox in these mountains: | 
held sacred to the purpose for which 
he was created; and went to the large 
city market for beef. So : ar as 1 j 
Know, there never was a standard! 
four year old steer butchered and* 
eaten in Pocahontas county. Tradi 
lion hns it, a peculiar man in Green 
brier county,"'deciding that the best 
Wfts good as any, butchered a cou¬ 
ple of export steers for the home 
market, he ike to have ruined his 
business, for his customers ever after 
demanded the kii d of bet f he furnish 
* d while then export steers lasted. 
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county on January 1, cattle, 10,964; 
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